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Die Lune 1 z Novemb. 1 721. 


IF HE Houſe (according to Order) proceeded to take into Conſide! 
v2 ration His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne: 
« it - EE. po. & Co 
* A Motion was made that this Houſe do, on Friday next, take 
1 into Conſideration the auſes of Contracting ſo large a Navy 
= Debt, and the beſt Methods of preventing the like Debt for 
7 And a Queſtion being Stated thereupon. 
1 It was Propoſed to leave out theſe Words, viz. And the beſt Methods of 
3 Preventing the like Debt for the future. a bo Oe RP 
9 Content 22. Then the“ Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid | ; 
5 Not Content 64. Words ſhall ſtand Part of the Queſtion 2 3 
5 ; Ne” It was Reſolved in the Negative. 
mr I. Becauſe the principal Ends of all Parliamentary Inquiries into Miſmanage- 
1 ments, being to prevent the like for the future, We thought it more agreable to 
4 the Candour, and Honour of the Houſe, to expreſs it plainly in the Queſtion 
Th _ irſelf, than to leave it to be implied only, and the rather, becauſe it ſeemed to us, 
1 the Words left out clearly Imported, that nothing Perſonal was in view; but the 
5 Publick Good only, which, we thought, would rather have given Satisfaction to 
UE the Mind of every Noble Lord, than the contrar rx. 5 
% II. When the Words now Order'd tobe left out, were, for the Reaſon, ſo pros 
*s erly and naturally (as We conceive) made a Part of the Queſtion, We could not 
z t apprehend that the laying them aſide, on a Debate, might create a Suſpicion, 
tho* unjuſt, that this Houſe did not intend to prevent, if poilible, the contracting 
a large, and Inconvenient Navy-Debt for the future. | Sls 4 
III. His Majeſty having in his Speech from the Throne, Obſerved, The ill 
Conſequences that ariſe from ſuch a large Debt, remaining unprovided for; We 
thought it very proper, if not neceſſary, in the Reſolution taken, to enter into 
the Conſideration de Debt, to expreſs a Deſire of preventing the like Incon- | 
venient Debt being contracted for the future; and, that the doing ſo, did not pre- f 
judge the Cauſes of Contracting the preſent Great Navy-Debt; for, however ö 
neceſſarily, or juſtifiably, an inconvenient Thing may have once happen d, yet, 
We think, it ought, if it can be prevented, from happening ſo again. 
CFC . Hu 
% ; nl ga 1 WIG 8 7 N. RT - £2 
n . id SS 


5 „% ĩ ĩõ c or Se 
IV. His Majeſty having likewiſe Obſerved in his Speech from the Throne, 
That this Part of the National Debt, is, of all others, the moſt heavy, and 


burthenſome; and. having ſer forth the Miſehiefs: ariſing from the high Diſcount: 
on ihe Navy,” ind Viltoallins Bis, We thonpht ourſelves ed y 


maſt heavy and burthenſome Debt, whatever the Cauſes of ContraQting the preſent. 
Debt ſhall, on enquiry, appear to be: And this rather, becauſe the like Navy- Debt 
can bring no manner of Benefit either to the Publick, or to any private Perſon 
but to ſuch as by fore-ſeeing when it is either to be diſcharged, or provide 
for, may make an exceſſive Advampge to themſelves, by buy ing up the ſaid 
Bills, while under a very high Diſcount. - hs | 


1. kl. beten, Sali, = Guildford, 

4 F. Roffen, | a Sp 2 ale, 1 Com er, Fd 7 5 an 4 G 
i gue 5 Strafford, "A ford, » Boyle, | | 
5 Aberdeen, Bathurſt, 8 Aſtburn ham 


| | : "I Bri tol, : F, Bingley, : * Trevor. | . ae 


Die Mercurii 15% Novemb. 1721. 


The Houſe, accbrding to Order, proceeded to take into further Conſiderati- 


on, His Majeſty's moſt»Gracious Speech from the Throne, and after Debate, 
the Queſtion was put, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 


that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Orders, that the Inſtructions given 


by his Majeſty to the Lord Carteret, as Miniſter, or Plenipotentiary to the 
Crown of Sweden, or any other of the Northern Crowns, may be laid before 
J V „5 


e HCH) It was Refolved in the Negative. 


> 


Diſſent. 


I. Becaufe we apprehend. this to be the firſt Inſtance found in our Journals, 


ves Tuff Wat, 
ranted to expreſs a Deſire to conſider of the beſt Merhods of preventing che like” | 


| where Lords have moved for a fight of Inſtructions, of any kings and. have 


nat been ſupported in that Motion, and tho' we wiſh it may 
yet have we juſt Reaſon to fear that ſuch a Preſident, once made, will not 

fail of ing followed in lucceeding i EE EEE 
II. Becauſe we do not apprehend how the calling for Inſtructions, after the 


| Concluſion of the Treaty to which they relate; and the Intervention of a General 
A& of Pardon, can be hurtful either ro the Publick, or even to the Viniſters 


tranſacting ſuch Treaties; but the refuſing to call for thoſe Inſtructions, may, 


in our Opinion, be a Matter of dangerpus Conſequence, in as much as it tends 
to: diſcourage Enquiries of this kind for the future, and by that Means to em- 


bolden; and: skreen Guilty Miniſters hereafter. | 

III. Becauſe, tho' we acknowledge the Right of Peace and War to be in 
the Crown, yet we muſt be of Opinion, that this Houſe hath always a Right 
to enquire into the Tranſactions of Miniſters, employed under the Crown, and 


to Cenſure their Conduct, when Juſtice requires it, which cannot well be done, 
unleſs it be firſt known what ſort of Inſtructions they received, and how far 


they have, or ought to have comply'd with them; and this ſeems to us more 


particularly Neceſfary, ſince the Act of Succeſſion has declared, That the King- - 
dom ſhall not be engaged in a War, on Account of any of the King's Foreign Do- 


minions : All Treaties therefore with Princes in the North, ſhould, above all Others 
be made in the plaineſt, and moſt unexceptionable Terms; or if the way o 
Wording ſuch Treaties ſhall occaſion any Doubt, no Method of clearing it 
ſhould be or ary or avoided, that ſo this Houſe and the whole Kingdom 


. 


may be fatished, that nothing has paſſed derogatory to the Act, which is the . 


FL) 


Balis on which our preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment is feunded. 
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Die Lune 20% Novembris, 172 1. 


The "Houſe (according to Order) proceeded to take into further Conſideration 
His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech. And after Debate, FAD 111 
A Motion being made, That an Humble Addreſs be Preſented to his Ma: 
zeſty, humbly to deſire that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Orders, 
That the Treaty of Commerce, whereby the former Treaties of Commerce are 
renewed with Spain, may be laid before this Houſe, and the Queſtion being put, 


Content 22. It was Reſolved in the Negative. 
Not Content 59. e e 
Becauſe, as we believe, the refuſing to Addreſs for a Treaty, which has been 
Concluded and Ratified ſo long ſince, is altogether unprecedented; and we 


* Conceive this, of all others, ought not to have been made a Precedent, where 


the Treaty deſired ro be call'd for hath been twice mentioned from the Throne, 


to both Houſes of Parliament; and the laſt Time in his Majeſty's Speech at 


the opening of. this Seſſion, expreſly (as we cannot but apprehend) Recom- 
mended to the Couſideration of both Houſes of Parliament. 


Martyn, 
F rafferd, 
Abe deen, 
Ayl-sford, 

Briſtol, 


_ Cowper, Se John, 
Noth and Grey, Bletſoe, „ 
Guilford. Bahn,. 
Boyle. LIL LES '8 
Bingley, 


Die Martis 5* Decembris, 172 1. 


A Motion was made, That the employing great Numbers of Sea-men for ſe: 
vera! Years'laſt paſt, more than were provided for by Parliament, was one great 


Fra. Roffen. 


Fran, Ceſtriens, 


Cauſe of Contracting ſo large a Navy-Debt, and of increaſing the ſame, from the 
Sum of 764,088 / 2 5.11 d. which was the Neat Debt of the Navy, from the 31ſt 


of December, 1717. to the Sum (641937 | 17 s. 84, + which was the Neat Debt 
of the Navy on the 3ſt of September laſt. : . . Ts 
EDS And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, the Previous Que: 

| 8 ſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Queſtion ſhall be now 
Not Content 48. put? It was Reſolved in the Negative. rd REES 
Becauſe the-main Queſtion being ſo True in every Particular, that as we could. 


8. 


obſerve, the Truth thereof was not denyed by any Lord in the Debates, but ſeems 


to Us, to be admitted, by the propofing and carrying the Previous Queſtion, We 


think ir highly expedient, That the Main Queſtion ſhovld have been put and Vo- 


ted in the Affirmative, to the End we might have expreſſed our Diſapprobation, at 
leaſt, of the Practice of employing greater Numbers of Sea- men in the Fleet, for 


| ſeveral Years laft paſt, than were provided for by Parliament (when the Occaſion” 


for employing them, could not, in our Opinion, but be fore-ſeen) and by ſuch, 


our Diſapprobation might have diſcouraged, in ſome meaſure, that Practice for the' 


future, and prevented the increaſing the Navy Debt again, by the like Proceed- 


4 1 Strafford, 


Cowper, 
Bat hurſt 


Sui ford, 
Fol, il 


Litchfield, P · V 
F. Roffen, St. obo de Bletſoe North and Grey. 7 
Gower, Sore N | 3 | 


. ( 4 ) : | : BY 

- Die Mercurii- 6% Decembris, 1721. * 
A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Commons of the C iy of London, be 

in Common-Council aſſembled, was preſented to the Houſe and Read, ſetting forth, PF 
That it appearing by the InſpeCtion of the Journal of this Houſe, that their Lord- = 
_. ſhips bave now, under Confideration, the Amendment of an Act paſſed in a late If 
Selſion of Parliament: Entituled, An AF fer Repealing an Ad made in the Ninth 2 
Tear of the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen ANNE, Entituled, An Act to oblige Ships 7 
coming from Places infected, more eſſectuahy to perform their Quarantine ; and for the 5 
better preventing the Plague being brought from Foreign Parts, into Great Britain, or or 
Ireland, or the Iſles of Guernſey, Perles, Alderney, Sark, or Man; and to hinder the 1 
"ſpreading of Infection. That the Petitioners conceive, that in ſome Clauſes of that 
Act, not only the Rights, Privileges, and Immunities, but the Trade, Safety and Fr 
| Proſperity of the City of London, are highly concerned: And praying that they may 3 
be heard by their Council, or otherwiſe, in relation to the ſaid Act, at ſuch Time, 4 
and in ſuch Manner, as their Lordſhips ſhall judge moſt proper and expedient 1 
PETR we Eh And a Motion being made, that the ſaid Petition be 5 
Content 48. Rejected; after Debate, the Queſtion was put, Whether 2 
Not Content 2x: 1 ſaid Petition be rejected? It was Reſolved in the Af- 5 

| Hrmative. . ; GY 4 DOS 3x 


Diſſentient. 8 . | . 3 
I. Becauſe the Liberty of Petitioning the King, (much more that of petitioning 
either Houſe of Parliament) is the Birth- Right of the Free People of this Realm, 
dclaim'd by them, and Confirm'd to them ſoon after the Revolution, in an Act de- 
claring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and ſetling the Succeſſion of the 
Crown; and whenever any remarkable Checks hath been given to the free Exer- 
5 of this Right, it hath always been attended with ill Conſequence to the Pub- 


II. Becauſe the Petition ſo Rejected, was, in our Opinion, every way proper 
and unexceptionable, both as to the manner of Woro ing and Preſenting it, and 


the Matter to which it referred; nothing being more Natural and Reaſonable than 
that any Coporate Body, ſhould, if they deſire it, be heard, upon any Bill under b 
the Conſideration of Parliament: Whereby they judge their particular Intereſts to + 
be highly, tho? not ſolely affected. This Liberty, we remember to have been _ 
granted, in a late Seſſion, to the Traders of Norwich, upon their Petition touching 1 
the Callico-Bill; nor are aware, That it hath ever, in like Circumſtances, been 1 
refuſed to the meaneſt Corporation in the Kingdom : But if it had, we humbly I 
conceive, that in this Caſe, a Diſtinction might have been made in favour of the 5 
City of London, which being the Centre of Credit, of the Trade and Money'd 3 
Intereſt of the Kingdom; and the Place where the Plague, ſhould be viſited with it, 3 
is moſt likely hirſt to appear; and having alle reniarkably ſuffered, by Means 1 
the late fatal South. Sea Scheme, was, we think, in a particular manner, Entitled 9 
to apply for Relief againſt ſome Clauſes in the Quarantine Act, and deſerved to is 
have been treated, on that Occaſion, with more Indulgence and Tenderneſs. 4 
III. Becauſe the Rejecting the ſaid Petition tends, we conceive, to Diſcounte: © 
nance. all Petitions'for the future, in Cafes of a Publick and General Concern, and, © 
by that Means, to deprive the Legiſlature of proper Lights, which they might 55 
other wiſe receive, it being no ways probable, that Subjects or Societies of leſs Con- 95 
ſideration, will venture to repreſent their Senſe in Caſes of like nature, after the 2 
City of London, have been thus refuſed to be heard. 5 5 
. IV. Becauſe, as the Receiving this Petition could have had no ill Conſequences, " 
as we conceive, nor have given any great Interruption to the Buſineſs of Parlia- 5 
ments: So the Rejecting may, We think, widen the unhappy Differences that 
have ariſen, and inereaſe the Diſaffection to the Government, which has already 
too much prevailed in this Kingdom. 0 9 55 8 
V. Becauſe the Arguments uſed in the Debate, ſeem to Us, not to be of ſuffici- 
ent Force; for we cannot conceive, That becauſe the ſaid Act of Parliament is a 
general Act, therefore no particular Community, or City, who think they may, 
> in a diſtinguiſhing manner, be prejudiced by it, who have a Right to be heard in 
1 FE Relation 
: F s 


SAFE 


vers, highly concerned. 


(4) 3 


Relation to it; and, that at a time when it is under Conſideration of Parliament: 
Nor can We be of Opinion, That a Petition agreed on by the Lord Mayor, 
Court of Aldermen, and Citizens of London, in Common Council aſſembled, and 
preſented not even by the Numbers allowed by Law, but by a Lord of this Houſe, 
can puſlibly be a Prelude or Example towards introducing Tumultuous Petitions 2 


much leſs can we fee, why it ought the rather to be rejected, becauſe it came 


from ſo great a Body as the City of London; on the contrary, We apprehend, that 


an Univerſal Grievance which may be occaſioned by any General Ad, muſt be re- 


preſented to the Legiflarure by particular Perſons, or Bodies-Corporate, or elle it 


cannot be repreſented at all. That the reſecting ſuch Petitions, and not receivi 
them, is, we think, the Way to occaſion Diſorders and Tumults and the 19888 
conhiderable the Body is, the more regard ſhould be had to any Application they 


73 make, eſpecially for Matters wherein, not only the Rights, Tivileges and Im- 


mater but alſo the Trade, Saſery, and Proſperity are, as the Perition 2. 


F. Ceftriens, - Briftdl, 3 9, 
F. Reffen, St. John de Bletſoe Bingley, Uxbridge, 
. 2 1 . Guilfurd. „„ 
. . AMvlesford, North and Grey, 
Litchfield, _ | Bathinſs, Come. IR 


Die Mercurii 13 Decemb. 1721. 


A Motion being made and the Queſtion being put, That a Bill. be brought in 
for the Repeal of ſo much of an AC paſſe in.the 7th Year Ty the Reten of nis 
Tg n Fi 5 in the gth Tear 
of Her late Majeſty Queen ANNE, Entituled, An Act to oblige Ships coming from 
Plies onfette PL more effetually fo perform their Quarantine, and for the 1 pr en 2 5 
the Plague being brought from Foreign Parts into Great Britain and Ireland, or the Iſles 
ef Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, and to hinder the ſpreading of Infecti- 
on a2 gives Power to remove to a Lazaret, or Peſt Houſe, any Perſons whatſo- 


preſent Majeſty, Entituled, An Act for repealing an Act made 


ever, infected with the Plague ; or healthy Perſons out of an infected Family, 


Fam their Hlabirations, tho diſtant from any other Dwelling Houſe ; and. alſo fo 
much of the ſaid A 0 
round an) City, Town, or Place ſo infected; 0 


which gives Power 


r the Drawing Lines, or Trenches 
It was Reſolved in the Negative. 


1 Diſſenti ent, 


* 
. 


I. Fecauſe the Powers ſpecified in the Queſtion, ſeem to Us, ſuch as can ne? 


ver wiſely, or uſefully be put in Execution: For, by the firſt of them, Perſons 
of what Rank or Condition ſoever, either actually Infected, or being in the ſame 


Habitation, tho' in lone Houſes, where they are well accommodated, and from 


whence there is no Danger of Propagating the Infection, may be forcibly remo- 
ved into common Lazarets or Peſt Houſes; and it does not appear to Us, That 
ceive it ſhould be Repealed. 55 5 

The other Power extends to the drawing of Lines round any City, Town or 


ſuch a Power could, at any time, be reaſonably Executed, and therefore we con- 


Place; and conſequently round the Cities of London and Weſtminſter; the very ap- 
prehenſion of which, upon the leaſt Rumour of a Plague, would diſperſe the Rich, 


and., by that Means (as well as by hindring the free Acceſs of Proviſions) ſtarve 
the Poor, ruin Trade, and deſtroy all the Remains of publick and private Cres 


dit. 


II. Becauſe ſuch Powers as theſe, are utterly unknown to our Conſtitution, and 
repugnant (We conceive) to the Lenity of our Mild and Free Government, a 


tender regard to which, was ſhewn by the Act of 7acobs primi, which took care 


only to confine infected Perſons within their own Houſes, and to ſupport them 
—_ that Confinement, and lodge the Execution of ſuch Powers ſolely in the Ci- 


vil Magiſtrate ; whereas the Powers, by Us, excepted againſt, as they are of more 


extraordinary kind, ſo they will probably, and ſome of them muſt neceſſarily be 
Executed by. Military Force; and the violent and inhumane Methods, which, on 


| theſe 155. may (as we apprakiend) be pradtifed, will. we Eds Daher, © aw, 
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But we 1 
on, rather to render him Terrible than Amiable to his Subjects; and when the 
from the Truſt repoſed in him, is 


 Magjeſties moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne. . 


(6-2 
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down the Anfliftion of a nw Ju gment from Heaven, than contribute any ways 
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10 rcmove..that Which ſhall then have befallen Us. 
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III. Becauſe (we take it) theſe Methods were copied from France, a Kingdom, 
whoſe Pattern, in ſuch Caſes, Great Britain ſhould not follow; the Government 


there, being Conducted by Arbitrary Power, and ſupported by ſtanding Armies; 


and to ſuch Countries, ſuch Methods do, in our Opinion, ſeem moſt ſuitable : 
And yet, even in that Kingdom, the Powers thus exerciſed of late, have been un- 
fucceſiful 4s. 

Encouragement, from thence, to follow ſo fatal an Example. 
In the laſt Plague, with which we were vilited, Anno Domini, 1665; tho? none 


of theſe Methods were made Uſe of, much lefs Authorized by Parliament, yet the 


Infection, however great, was kept from ſpreading itſelf into the remote Parts of 
che! Kingdom; nor did the City of London, Where it firſt appeared, and chiefly 


raged, ſuffer ſo long, in proportion to the Number of its Inhabirants, as other Ci- 
ties and Towns in France have ſuffered, where theſe cruel Experiments have been 


IV. Beckuſe had ſuch Part of the Act, as we think ſhould be Repealed, been 


accordingly. . there would. till have remained, in it, a general Clauſe 
Which gives 


e Crown all Powers neceſſary to prevent the Spreading of In- 
fection, and conſequently theſe very Powers, amongſt the reſt, if they ſhould be 


found neceſſary; and therefore there. is no need (as We conceive) ro have them 
expreſly granted in the ſame Act of Parliament, which ſeems not only to war- 
rant, but in a particular Manner to preſcribe,” and direct the Uſe of them. 


V. Becauſe the great Argument urged for continuing theſe Powers ſpecified in the 


pee that they would probably never be put in Execution in the Caſes ob- 
eQed ta) ſeems co us a Clear Reafon why they ſhould not be cadtinded; for ve 
cannot imagine, why they ſtill ſtand enacted, unlets they are intended to be Exe- 


cuted, or, of what Uſe it will be to the Publick, to keep the Minds of the People 
_ perpetually allarmed with theſe APP cher ſions under which they now labour, as 
Pe, Ci | TS was 


Cars, fr m. the Petition of the City of London lately rejected. 


, when we truſt him with ſuch Powers unknown to the Conſtitution: 
Hiak it ill becomes us, to repoſe ſuch Truſt when it tends, in our Opini- 


1 
9 


— 


only Advantage he can (as we conceive) draw 
not to make Uſe of it. „ 
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1. Ebor, Strafford, Aberdeen, North and Grey, Boyle, TWeſton,' 
F. Ceſtriens, Bingley, St. 7. de Bletſoe, Coningsby, Foley, ©. Guilford, 
F. Reffen, Trevor, Batluſt, Ayleford, Uxbridge, Cowper. 
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Lan, dice Die Martis. 9 DVecemb. 1721 


he Order of the Day being Read, for taking into further Conſideration Hit 


A Motion be made, and the Qneſtion put, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 


ſented to His Majeſty, humbly to deſire, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly 


8 


pleaſe to give Order to the propèt Officers, That the Inſtructions given to Sir 
George Byng, now Lord Viſcount Torrington, in Relation to the Action againſt 
the Spaniſh Fleet in the Mediterranean, may be laid before this Houſe ? - 
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I. Becavſe n 


chere is none wherein a Motion for Admiral's Inſtructions to be laid before 


the Houſe has been denied, but, on the contrary, there are many Precedents 
nſtruchions of a like Nature, and ſtronger Caſes. as we conceive, addreſs d for 
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ticularly 


hey were Unpreſidented, ſo that no Neighbouring State has any 
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"Ir may be an inſtänce of our great Confidence in His Majeſty's Wiſdom and 
 Goodiiels 


And a Queſtion being Stated thereupon, It 
finding any Inſtance, on ſearch of the Journals, we believe 


by the Houſe; and ſeveral in point for. Inſtructions given to Admirals, par- 
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ticularly, to Sir George Rooke,; an Sir Cloudeſly $ bovel; nor does it, ſeem to us 
at all V 5 "the Conduct of ſuch Admirals had. or had not, been 


blamed before, iuch Inſtructions were ask d. for, ſincę the fight of Inſtructions 
may be previouſly, and abfolutely Neceſſary to inform the Houſe, whether 


their Conduct be blameable, or not. 


— 


II. Becauſe, we think it highly reaſonable that thoſe Inſtructions ſhould be 
laid be fore this Houſe, upon which the Action of the Britiſh againſt the Spaniſh 
Fleet in the Mediterranean was founded, without any previous Declaration of 
War, and, even, whilſt a Britiſh Miniſter, a Secretary of State, was amica- 
bly Treating at Madrid; which Court might juſtly conclude itſelf ſecure from 
any Hoſtile Attack, during the continuance of ſuch Negotiations. 
HI. Becauſe 'till we have a fight of mar Inſtructions, and are able to judge 
of the Reaſons, on which they are founded: The War with Spain, in which 
that Action of our Fleet involved us, does not appear, to us, ſo juſtifiable as i 
+ we could wiſh, and yet vis was plainly prejudicial to the. Nation, in ſundry 
Reſpects, for it occaſion d an intire Inrerrupti:n of our moſt valuable Com- 
1 merce with Spain, at a Time, when G eat-Bri:ain needed all the Advantages 
3 of Peace, to extricate it{clf f-om that heavy National Debt it lay under, and 
$ as it deprived us of the Friendſhip of Spain, not eaſily to be retrieved, fo 
T ir gave our Rivals in Trade, an Opportunity to inſmuate themſelves into their 
* Alffections, and we conceive, that to that War alone, is owing the ſtrict Union 


1 there is, at preſent, between the Crowns of F*axce and Spain, which it was the 
In tereſt of Great-Britain to have kept always divided an Union, which, in its 
Conſequences, may prove fatal to theſe Kingdoms, nor does it appear that Great- 
Britain has had any Fruits from this War, beyond being reſtored to the ſame 

5 Trade we had with Spain, before we began it. 5 = 
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Die Fovis 21% Decembris, 173 . 


3 Hedie ze vice lecta eſt; Billa, Entituled, An Ad for the puniſhing Mutiny and 
Dtielſertion, aud for the better Payment of the Army, and their Quarters, 3 


5 The Queſtion was put whether this Bill with the Amendments 
hall gafs, It was Reſolved in the Affirmative 


I. Becauſe we have heard no Arguments to convince us, that there is any Ne- 
ceility for a greater *umber of Troops being kept on Foot at this Time, than there 
was after the Peace of Reſwick or the Peace of Ucrecht, for as to the Argument 
Urged from che preſent. Diſſaffection of the eople, we are fully perſwaded, that 

the keeping up ſo great an Army is much more likely to encreaſe, than leſſen ſuch 
ß SEN 5 HWV 


II. Becauſe this Precedent is likely to be followed in all ſubſequent Times, there 
being no probability that a Conjuncture can happen, when there will be leſs appa- 
rent Reaſon for keeping up a great Number of Forces, than at this Time of Ge- 
neral Tranquility. 3 | rs: 


III. Becauſe we conceive there are ſeveral Clauſes in this Bill, which tends to 
Overthrow. the Civil Powers in this Kingdom, and turn it into a Military Govern- 
ment, and we apprehend it to be our Duty, to take care that ſo dangerous a Pre- 
ſident may not be made for any future Time, without an Evident Neceſſity, and 

it is plain there is no ſuch Neceſſity for Erecting this Millitary Power within the 

Kingdom in Time of Peace, becauſe the Army was well govern'd' without it in 


the twa former Reigns, | | 
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IV. That allowing ſuch a Number of Troops were. Neceſſary, yet there f. 5 
Reaſon can be alled 84 as we apprehend, that they ſhould be aa Sf aq * hy Ex. 


penfive manner, which raifes the Charge upon this Nation to about double what it 


was (in time of Peace) in the two former Reigns, and we muſt, with great Concern, 


Aſſert, That the Publick is much leſs able to bear ſuch an excels at the Preſent time, 


than at any former time. 


75 ov OR 8 
Aberapen, © F. Roffen, 12555 ITadcaſter, . 
North and Grey, F. Ceſtriens, .. | „ , 
Britt, % git. 
 Strafford, 5 Scarſdale, e 5 
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De Sabbti in Fanny n. 


A Motion was made, That the not paying off his Majeſty's Ships, when they 
came Home from their ſeveral Voyages, according to the Ancient Uſage of the 
Navy, but continuing them in Sea. Pay, during the Winter, till they went 
out again, has been one great Cauſe of contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt. 


And a Queſtion being Stated thereupon, after Debate. * 


The previous Queſtion was put, Whether the 
aid Queſtion ſhall be now put? It was 


Reſolved in the Negative. 


I. Becauſe; we conceive, the main Queſtion ought ro have been put, ſince 
the Practice 8 of in it, having been from the Year 1690 very fre- 
- Quently repreſented againſt to the Admiralty and Treaſury, by the Commiſſioners 
of the Navy, (the proper Officers to give Advice in 'fuch Matters) and, who 
then were Men of great Experience, Ability and Probity; for being contrary 
to the Ancient uf: 


e of the Navy, giving great Diſguſt to the Seamen, and 


. 5 — 
4 


cauſing an unneceſſary Expence of the publick Money, we thought it highly 
reaſonable to endeavour, that a ſtop ſhould be put to this Method. which was 
attended with ſo many fatal Conſequences, and we cannot but think, the 
putting and voting the main. Queſtion in the, Affirmative, would have greatly 
conduced to that Ed. 25 5 UGH INE : 


II. Becauſe it did Benn eie 
de ema 


either Granted, ar i nded, 


Wal 


ry, at a Time, when ſo few Men were 
for the Service of one Year, that the 
Seamen ſhould be treated with ſo much Severity, as not to be paid off ac- 
cording. to the Ancient uſage of the Navy, but kept in floating Priſons, as 
the ſaid Commiſſions of the Navy very well expreſs it, eſpecially ſince we 
find that during the late Wars, when 40000 Men a Year were Granted, this 
Was truly thought, by the ſaid Commiſſioners of the Navy, a way. rather to 
provoke. the Seamen to Deſert, than encourage them to come into, or continue 

1 


in the: 1 and to be the Principal, if not the only Reaſon, why tis 
come. fo. difhs 4 f 


* 


free. Government, and not be liable to greater Hardſhips, than any of their 
| 


IV. wegen Methods ought to be. uſed, as. wil 
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eir, returo..hame,. from their ſeveral, Voyages; and will, We hope, pte 
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Which, 


101 


. 


. — x — — 
7 1 


— 


III. We thought, at this Juncture, when his Majeſty had ſo lately, in a 
moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, ſignified his having ſo happily Eſta- 
bliſhed Peace throughout Europe; it would be proper (i ever) to Uſe our 
beſt. Endeayours,. that the Seamen might partake: of the, Benefit ot our mild and 


i * + » 


vent their Abſconding from, and Peſerting the Service, and engage therm f 77 25 


Fellow Subjects, as we think they will. be, if this Practice be ſuſſer d to con- 


tinue. 


, moſt. contribute. to pro- 
we think, 
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fully to enter into it, whenever there ſhall be Occaſion; whereas, accordii 
ro" the” late Practice, by the Opinion of the faid © Commiſſioners of 
the Navy, the Difficulr _of getting them in rhe Spring, chiefly riſes from 
keeping them all the Winter, and yet the Difficulty of getting them again, 
is alien d as the only Reaſon for keeping them in Pay during the V inter, 
altho it amounts to an intolerable Charge upon the Kingdom; it appearing by 
one of the Papers now upon the Table, That keeping them in pay all the Winter, 
comes to near five times as much as railing them again in the Spring. be 


„ V. We cannot but think it a very Unuſual way of arguing in a Houſe of Pars 

liament, | hat a Queſtion ought not ro be put, becauſe it is generally admitted 
to be true, tho? at the ſame time, there may be too much Reaſon to believe, that 
the Practice complained of, will not be alter'd without the Interpoſition of Par- 
lament. e l e 8 
VI. We cannot conceive, the Treaty with Sweden could make it Neceſſary, as 
Was alledged, to keep the Men in Pay all the Winter, fince it appears, by the 
Papers upon the Table, that very little or no Time would have been loſt, if the 
old Method of the Navy, of raiſing them in the Spring had been followed, by 
which much Money would have been ſaved to the Publick, eſpecially fince their 

ſo early arrival there, did neither prevent the landing the Czor's Tracy upon 
Sweden, when and where they pleaſed ; nor, by any Action at Yea, contribute to 
weaken his Naval ſtrength. FE ag he +; 


* Laſtly, We take it to be very clear, that if any Neceſſity, or ſufficient Reaſon 
was forcſecn, at any time for the Diſpenſing with this Rule of the Navy, it ought 
not to have been done without His Majelty's Conſent in Council; it being, as 
We conceive, 4 Fundarnental Maxim inthe Government of the Navy, and a moſt 
F ſſential Part of. His Majeſty's Royal Prerogative, That no Rule of Eftabliſh- 
ment in the Navy, whether written or un ritten and Cuſtomary, ought to be, or 
can regularly be Abrogared, Alter'd, or Diſpens'd with. bur by His Majeſty's Con- 
ſent in Council, eſpecially in ſo weighty a Point as ſpending the Publick Trea- 
ſure ſo much faſter than it need have been, in the Proportion above mentioned, 
and therefore we thought it expedient, that the main Queſtion ſhould have been 
and voted in the Affirmative, That this great and uſeful Prerogative of the Crown 
might, by Cenſuring what we take to be a Breach thereof, (tho with the Tem- 
per recommended from the Throne) have been the better preſerved for the Fu - 


. El., fr,, Noth and c, 
Cowper, „ 
Tre vor. Compton, Gower, 


Bathurſt, 1 Uxbriage,. - | Maſham. | 


Die Mercurii 179 Fan. 1721. 


A Petition of the Clergy, in and about London, was preſented to the Houſe, 
and read, againſt the paiting- the Bill, Entituled, An Ad for granting the People 
called Quakers, ſuch Forms of Affirmation or Declaration, as may remove the Difficulties 
which many of them lie under, % 1 e 


And « Motion being made, That the faid Petition be rejefted. Aker 
„ [5 Fog 8 oe rs col 
The Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Petition ſhall be rejected? 


e e e e, It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 
—_— * 
1. Becuſe the Right of Petitioning in a legal Manner to legal Purpoſes, does, 
we apprehend, appertain, by Law and * the Free People of this Realm, 
And is as eſſential to the Subject, acting within his due Bounds, as the Liberty fk 
Debate is to the Conſtitution of Parliament; And this Right, as it extends to 
 - Patitioning, even for the Repeat of AQts now in forte, by which the People think - 


c 
* W*. 15 * , Pp | — 3” | ou c | Y * : * D ; * gr =» * 
ne A r. ef 14 D 74 2 n Senſe 
„ 91 * 1 10 * 4 of F * : uf . . - WY — * 
* * , : . — ö * * . : 4 ” 


. 8 


44 3 
LASERS >a 


: " al 8 VS 
5 
155 PE. * 
1 EF | 8 & 


— r . 
2 4 r ” $7; * 
PIE) it at Gets . 8 . 8 A . oy * * > b. 
SEO ͤ ns He. AY n — 14 — l — — . AS 5 2 8 23 5 
þ pd © 4 n 0. : y a "” * = SE 2 — * . — — 
8 2 - _— - * * . * — — ba 
4 — — 15 — — OW re 4 4 ws — — mu — — —— — . 4 — Ponce: Foe 
— 2 E + OY 4 2 1 2 — — 
— aL Bo ot ne 2 r * 2 — - * I — by WT. = — FEY 8 —— jo nw . oy —_» i * 4 7 7 = 
— "# + RE <bean _— 8 a a * * n foo, W_ 1 * i. 4 22 — 2 — — „ 7 Ws "GE 
: K 5 . ” 
a 4 1 , 
9 2 4 e f I 5 © y 
is 5 + 4% 
. i : 4. £ Y 
6 : 4 1 7 * 8 4 [A * 
R : Wer? 5 
. . * <A 


a ap 


JOE" 1 2 
— — — 
2 —— 

Oe — 


2 
* 8 
— — . NN 
9 af + r= crtrgy” 
— 


4 8 
r 
* — "4 


OOTY ES OT OO . OCALA SL. 
— a 72 
4 8 e . N ; 


FL ans 


Ip 


chin chewlelxes, under Hardſhips, from v. 
logk upan it as a New, and er rennt Hard 
Modeſt, and Dutiful ;demeanony, of 


\ * 1 
E 
* 


; * 
* *. 
f 3 


0 Fe 0 . 8 "IO 5 : | I N 8 * 1 : 22 TY | | , 5 
n bp 1 C1 Ne 4022810 0 oth 29919 d „li 

"of any de Law . le it is under the Conſi deration of Parlamenr,; nor; are, 
Hlerg f Privilege 

an, an other of his Majeſty's Supi 
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an Rank of private Men in the Kingdom. e ehe £3 2361 
t. Becauſe n Petition | 


e | 
to the nature nd manner of ir, hince it partly relates to the Peculiar Rights of the 
won) une fe he's artly expreſſes. their Fears (as we conceive not 
together Groundleſs 
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e dene, Opinion proper and inoffenſive, as, 


this new Indulgence be greatly multiplied; and leſt the Honour of Religion, 


ſhguſd any ways ſuffer, and the Foundations of Government be ſhaken, by what, 


one the muſt ſeem to us free from e till ſome Paſſage in their Petition 
is, pitched upon as Obnoxious, and Cenſured 
been One. 1 : v4 0 es of | | $* 1 * r 8 


2 * 


reaſonable relay aßde the whole, on: that Fa and reject what was ackniw-.,, 
| 0 
M3257 U Or "cf: ty eat n 171 


„ 2 


a 14 7 26439] 22 F 11. 55 4. 11 . L | 
Bc auſe the Clergy of London, are not, in general, ſo 


ave ireaſon to be watchfull, in Relation to any Step that may uns 


naß duly. proportioned to their 
| N. them 5901 .dnfd 


| warily SHB towards diminiſhing their Maintenance: which we lock upon as 


the, Churs 


; And; as; thei 


: * 2.55 
i 


cially at a Time, When the. Repreſentative 0 the Clerg gare got attending in < 
Convocarion, and in a_readinels to exert their known Right. gf applying to the 
Legiſlature on all ſuch Otcaligns. * . Nane e | 


| | A ERS K | 85 
V. Becauſe the London Clergy, from whetice the Petition came, are in our Opi- 


are repeated, thy more! we fear dee on e e | Encreaſe, whp ' 
ch they! geſire go bea relieved, may... 
ip no! to be Aead. 4:tho" | 


the. 
theſe; Conſequences, Jet we know;nat: hows tar, bis may be the Caſe, with reſpect 


Ao 


: 


tos theiw Flackt, Cn „een i-4hejx Perſons haractans, are dear, and, Ane 
 thatei@e be induced, by be Revere they bear to their aſtors, to Lexpfe $ 55 N 


R a ? 


and good Ends, as; 


| IP IN tho the 
Clergy, ſhould no ways. contribute; 600 


Fe 


» 
$5 


of Wording. and raking it, they are now altogether releaſed both: from the Form 
ahd Subſtance of an Oath, . ; 
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gt given even the Evidence by Law required e of their Belief of his Divinity, it no 


will Encourage themſelves yet farther in their Ave: lon to, ſubſcribe that Profeſiion ; 
an Oath; ; fince great Numbers of them have Sworn, tho very 
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nour on the Chriſtian F aithy, if the Evidence given by ſuch Perſons on their bare 
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ITY Aeg 939 us or do we believe it can be made appear) ihat ever ſince 
e r geg, I. 47. and M. one Quaker i in an Babe hath ſubſcribed 
Profeſſion of Chr: jan Belief, directed by that Act, nor ful we, upon a Mo- 


—— made in the Houle, prevail that they, ſhould even no obliged, by ſuch 
previous Sub bſcription to entitle themſelves, to the New a ee che e Favours | 
deſigned them; the Conſequenges, .of which,; muſt, in our Opinion, be, that they 


of Chriſtian Belief, which they ſcem mare the decline than ever they y did, the taking 


eW have Sub ſcribed 
flion, nor are we without Apprehenſions, that it may refledt ſo me Diſho- 


Word, ſhall, by Law, be judged of equal Cr Ae” Ei the Solemn Oath of an ac- 
knowledged Chriſtian, and ſincere Viember of the ſtabliſned Communion. 


IV. Becauſe we look upon it as highly aki. that in a Kingdom, where 


and even the Sovereign Himſelf, takes an Oath at his Coronation, a particular Sett 
ta ers or Soldiers ſhould 
be entirely releas'd-from that Obligation pation) ne dis hatbfaKto dxpect that Perſons 
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we. ernceive in the Power of the Magiſtrate, as this Bill ſtands, to oblige any 
Perlon to take an Oath, who at the time of tendring of it. ſhall profeſs himſelf 


Vl. Becauſe we do not appre 
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delt Name, on'pirpolt'ts be releafed from the Obliparion of Oaths. It not being 


** 


uaker, ſo that the Conceil ons now made to that Set, may prove a great 
Fm to Hypocriſy and Falſchood, and will naturally tend towards Increaſing 
chez, Nuhibers, which we rather with may be every Day ain he. 
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end, chat the Quakers, as a Sect, are really under 
ſoch Scruples in point of an Oath, chat it is neceffary to eaſe them by ſuch an 
AA, few of them having for Five and Twenty Years paſt, ſince their Solemn 
Affu mation, equivalent to an Oath, was enacted, ever refuſed to comply with 
it; and ſhouldthis wy now. and then happen'd, yet, when the great Body of any 
ot at eale in their Conſciences, the - Scruples of a few, we 


will probably. extinguiſh theſe Scruples, and the Repeal of it will certainly 
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havin | 7's. obſerved go opperate further toward the Diſcovery of ß — 
Fratſt than any other leſs Solemn Form of Aﬀeveretion ; nor can the Quakers be 
excepted in this Cafe, whoſe awful Apprehenſions of an Oath, appear from their 


_ earneſt Endeavours to decline it; and therefore where the payment of Tythes, 
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en 
* X x , * 
*. 4 * 
* . * — 
- © . 
Þ 


N33 


* 


were allo neceſſary for the Safety of the Kingdom, and the Tranquility of 
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wa And the Queſtion being put, Whether to agree with the 


Commitee? 


It was Reſolved in che Affirmative. 


Diſſentient. | + 3 = RF 
I. Becauſe the Queſtion ſeems to Us, to claſh with the Inſtructions from whencs 
it ſprung, which was to confider of the Occafion of the increaſe of the Navy- 
Debt, that aroſe from employing more Men in the Sea- Service than were provided 


for by Parliament, Whereas from the Reſolution, it appears only, that the Services 7 


occaſion'd the Debt, not what real Occaſion or Reaſon there was for thoſe Services, 
which yet was the Point We ſuppoſe chiefly in view, and moſt worthy of a Par- 
liamentary Inquiry. = Oh 


II. Becauſe. thoſe Services are, in this, Reſolotion, ſuppoſed to be juſtified by the 
previous Advice, or ſubſequent Approbation of one, or both Houſes of Parliament; 
Whereas it did not any ways appear to Us, That either Houſe of Parliament had 


previouſly adviſed, or ſubſequently approved ſuch Services, tho the Vouchers, in 


that reſpect, were often, and earneſtly required; not doth-it: appear to Us, how, 
that Aſforrion is warranted, either by general Expreſſions in Votes and Addreſſes, 
or by a State of the Navy Debt, communicated every Year to the Parliament? and 


rherefore being ſtill in the Dark, as to the Evidence pointed at, We could wiſh that 
the growth of the avy- Debt had been explained, and juſtified by an Enquiry in- 
to the Ends and Reaſons for which it was contracted; but this way not being ta- 


ken, nor being poſuble to be taken, till the Treaties, Inſtructions and Orders, re- 
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Services, or that great Navy Debt they cauſed, may be 


ſaid to have been appro- 


III. But had we been duly informed of the true Motives upon which thoſs Ser- 


vices w«re undertaken, and thereby enabled to judge of their Reaſonableneſs (as 
We think, we in no Degree were) Vet ſtill we muſt be of Opinion, that thoſe 


Conſiderations, how important ſoever, would not have juſtified the exceeding 
the number of Men, asked of, and allowed by Parliament ; which nothing bur 
abſolute and unforeſeen Neceſſity can ever excuſe; whereas the Occaſions of theſe 
3 Expences were foreſeen, and the Fleets were ſent cur for many 
Years ſucceſſively, ſitting the Parliament? without any previous Lemaads made 
of ſuch Supplies, as were proportioned to the Expence intended: And we are 
further of Opinion, that when ever ſuch a Debt is unavoidably incurred, it ſhould be 


eſpecially ſtated to the Parliament, together with the Neceſſity that occaſioned 
it at their next Aſſembly, that the Excuſe may be then either allowed or Cen- 


ſured, and the Exceeding provided for in time, inſtead of being ſuffered to run on 
for many Years together, till an inſupportable Debt is contracted without any 
other Notice taken of the Reaſons of its growth, than the laying Annually, a ge- 
neral ſtate: of the Debt on the Table of the Houſe of Commons. This we con- 


ceive to have been the Caſe, and if it be, do not err, We think, in einein, that 


had the Services appeared to have been neceſlary, yet this manner of increaſing the 
IV. Nor can We comprehend how the Safety of the Kingdom depended upon 
thoſe extraordinary Services, ſome of which were performed in the Mediteranean, 


others in the Baltick, againſt Powers not at Enmity with Great-Britain; whoſe 


Friendſhip (it ſeems to Us) we ſhould rather have cultivated, and whoſe Reſent- 
ments we had, and ſtill have (We fear) reaſon to apprehend. | 


S 


Wie cannot but think it the true Intereſt of Great- Britain to intermeddle, as little 

2804 Offices chiefly, with- . 
out declaring any Reſolution to ſupport, our Mediation by Force, or making our- 
ſelves either Principals or Parties in Wars, that do not immediately concern us. 
We look upon our Navy (the natural Security of our Iſland) as too much ha- 


Zarded, and ſome chief Branches of our Trade as highly endangered by the Con- 


ſequences of thoſe remote Expeditions ; nor are we yet ſatisfied. that the Peace, 
by us mediated, and concluded in the Norte Ah nge made the H roviſion of Na- 
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* wg ik; Re hath reduced Sweden ſo low, arid left the cb 1 the Poſſeſſion of ſuch Pro- 
vinces, as may render him very formidable; and what Matters may ſtill remain 
unadjuſted in Treaties whereby! the preſent Tranquility may ſoon be difturbed, 
we cannot determine, ince \ we have not geen indulged : in our r Delire of TRY Is 
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The Oder of FO Day 7 the Houſe to he in. A "Gointaltves, o 1 into 6 
thet (onſideration, the Cauſes of contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt; and the In- 
ſtrudtion to the ſaid Committee; That they do, in the firſt P ace, Conſider of the. 

. Cnny N of that pa*r of the ſa d Debt, n having employed more 
Neff in the — in any Tear, than were provided by for Parliambnt for . 
Year, and from the not n off all the dea · men at Winter) being called for. 


A Motion as wa thar the Authewick Combat, of] the Eren Fieaties, Inc; 
ſtrüctions and Orders, g tothe Britiſh Squadrons, being ſent into the en 
3 for ſtyeri! Tears tft pars. laid before this Houle, tliat the true :Occafion 
be that part of the ago br, which the Committee is inſtructed to coufider, in 
3 the firſt place may better appear, as alſo, ge the LEY 55 Ser EET has n not been. 
1 | c N thoſe N N 


0 eigen 155 And # Quetion bing les chereupon and put, 
7 po 3 5 n hates lee Houſe, i: in ay laſtruction hw to the 


Committee, That the Navy. Debt was increaſed, by employing more Men in the 
Sen Service than Were provided for by Parliament, and and by not paying them off in 
tlie Winter: the Intention of the Houſe, in that Inſtruction, muſt, in bur Opini- 
5 on wanifeſtiy be, 'to direct the Commirtee, to enquire into the true Occaſion 
0 ar fedſonablene bf thoſe Services, by which the Navy Debt was increaſed ; and 
=. & that End, could not} we think, be any ways attained without a ſiglit of theſe 
"Treaties, Inſtructions and Order, upon which -thoſe:Services were founded; ſince 
the confidering the Oecaſton of an extraordinary acknowledged Expence muſt, we 
/Tinply-an Toquiry thro the true Cauſes! for which ſich an Expence was 
ve did Wesebere tb it neceſſary to defite Copies of the Treaties, lnſtru- 
Gion *. Orders relating to the ſeveral 3a/rick Expeditions, becauſe, without them, . 
we could not poſſibly learn the true Reaſons of choſe Expeditions. And it ſeemed 
_ro'Us hoy dar that the Houſe ſhould direct an Enquiry, and not conttibute to 
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in the Mir 55 Facts occurred to their Memory in the Debate, this being no 
ſufficient Beer for any Parkiamentary inquiry much leſs for ſuch à bne 2s 
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1 2 with ; nor bath * ſuch Motion ever (0 as we can learn) 1 


of late been refuſed. The ng Paper included in the general Motion, that we 
thought any ways doubtful, whether we ſhould obtain, was the Lord Carteret's 
Inſtructions, which was moved for before in this Seſſion without Succeſs, How- 
ever, we had Hopes of prevailing. even for a ſight of that Paper, when it became 
neceſſary, as we apprehend, to qualify the Committee of the whole Houſe, to do 
the Work appointed by the Houſe. 


IV. Becauſe the great Increaſe of the Navy-Debt, aroſe from the frequent 
ſending of ſtrong Squadrons to the Baltick, and continuing them there at Sea- 
ſons + the Year,: when the Brit iſy Fleet has ſeldom been known to be employ'd 
ſo far from home, and in ſo rugged a Climate, and therefore we thought it 
reaſonable. to expect the fulleſt Satisfaction in our Enquiries into the Grounds 
of Expeditions, which had been carried on in ſo unuſual, expencive and ha- 
zardous a manner; Which the more extraordinary they were, the more they 
needed, in every reſpect, to be cleared and juſtiſied, that the miſapprehenſions 
prevailing without Doors, in relation to thoſe Northern Tranſactions might be 

rectifiedꝭ and ſuch Preſidents might not remain without the Reaſons on which 
they were founded; whereas, we are now apprehenſive that any Reſolutions on 
this Head, may loſe much of their Weight and Influence, ſhould they be known 


4 * 


to bave been framed upon Facts barely aſſerted by Miniſters, without Evidence 


of any ſort, to prove the Truth of thoſe Facts. 

V. Becauſe one rear view we had in.our Motion for theſe Papers, was to 
| Garisfie ourſelves, and others, that the Act of Settlement had been no ways in- 
fringed by theſe Northern Expeditions; a Point of the utmoſt conſequence to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment; and on which, therefore, all our Care and Circumſpection 
ought to be employed: Tis the Birth-right of the Peerage, as to concur in the 
eftacting all Laws, ſo to enquire into the Obſervation of them; and the more 

momentous the Law is, the more it becomes us to conſider how far it hath, 

or hath not, been violated ; and one great Inducement to our enquiry into the 
Obſervation of this Law, was the jealouſy entertained (as we conceive) on that 
Head by many of his Majeſty's good Subjects, obſerving that the War in the 
North ended, at laſt, in a Peace, which ſtripped Sweden of all its beſt Provinces, 

and confirm'd the Acquiſition of them to the ſeveral Northern Powers concern'd, 

without any particular Advantage, that we hear off, ſtipulated in behalf of Great- 
Britain, beſides that of a new Guarranty for the Proteſtant Succeſſion: A fight 
of the ſaid Treaties, Inſtructions and Orders, might, perhaps, have diſpeſled 
theſe Apprehenſions, and therefore we thought it our Duty to move for them, 
and to expreſs our Concern, that ſuch a Motion was over-ruled : For we can- 
not think the Argument uſe for diſcouraging Us from inſiſting on that Moti- 
on ¶ that it amounted to an Enquiry, whether the King had broke his Coronation 
Oath.] was conſiſtent with the Freedom of Parliament, or agreable to the known 
Rules of our Conſtitution ; which free the Crown from all Blame, and ſup- 
” 7 | „ anly, who give pernicious Counſels, anſwerable for the fatal Effects 
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Neſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Nature of 
the ſaid Services neceſſatily requiring ſome of his Maghy's Squadrons to be 
kept out the whole Year, and detaining others abroad till the Months of No- 
vember and 'December'; and it being requiſite ro fit out the ſaid Squadrons in 
' the Months of February, or begining of March, in Order to their failing earl 
in_the Spring, the payin them pe upon their return, was inconſiſtent wit 
5 ie: dee Nenne mance d * Bertices, nor could the ſaving! (if any) by fuck 
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therefore, We cannot but think, was very improperl” made part of 


nies amounting to many Thouſands of Men, have been kept in 
the Winter, which Expence, we cannot but think, ought to be avoided, it ap- 


5 
payment have, in any degree, made amends for the ill Conſequences, Which 
muſt thereby have arifen from the diſappointment to the 'Seryice,. 
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And the Queſtion being put, Whether to agree with the 
'- Commune? ”** F FOR 4 


IIIt was Reſolved in the Affirmative, 
1. Becauſe that part of the Queſtion which concerns ſuch” of his Majeſty's 
Ships, as are ſaid, but not proved, to have been neceſſarily kept out the whole 
Year, hus not the leaſt Relation, as we conceive, to any thing that has been 


yet objected to, which was not paying Ships that came home before the Wins. 


ter, and ought by the Ancient Ufage of the Navy, to have been pa + , 36d 
the Queſtion. 


* 


II. Becauſe, it being admitted in the Queſtion, That the Ancient Uſipe of 
the Navy was, That all Ships when they return'd home, from their ſeveral 
Voyages, ſhould not be kept in pay during the Winter, (as was the Caſe of the 
late Baltick Squadron for ſome Years laſt paſt) and it not having been made 
appear, as we think, in a Parliamentary Way, that by any Treaty with Sweden, 


it was neceſſary to ſend Ships ſooner in any Tear, than might have been con- 
ſiſtent with the ſaid Ancient Uſage ; We are of Opinion, that this Reſolution will 


encourage the Practice complained of, and will greatly contribute to make 
Fleers (ſo much the Honour and Security of this Kingdom) too Chargeable to 


be ſupported, + 


the Men, when it appears by a Paper upon the Table, that ſeveral * N 
ay during 


pearing from other Papers and Repreſentations: upon the Table, that by pay- 


ing the Men off, more than five Parts in ſix of the whole Charge of thoſe Men, 
during Winter, had been ſaved to the Publick. e Fes - 


IV. Becauſe à Refolution of this \Houſs that ſeems to Countenzuch u Practice 
of this ſort (at a Time when every Way of getting Money, at the Expence 


of the Publick, is not found to be leſs in Peoples. Thoughts than formerly) 


may, probably, encourage thoſe Who ſhall have opportunity, in future Times, 
readily to contribute towards the increaſe of Navy-Debts, tho' they are attend- 
ed with ſo many ill Conſequences, that his Majeſty in a moſt Gracious Speech from 
the Throne, has very lately been pleaſed to ſay, they do not only affeck all Pub- 


lick Credit, but greatly increaſe the Charge and Expence of the Current Ser- 
vice, and are, of all others, the moſt heavy and burthenſome. 580 


. kl. Comer, Bath, J letfind, 


Fr. Ceſtriens,, Uxbridge, North and Grey, Gower, 
| Fr, KH.. Pol,, ie, Compton, 
. Trevor, FScarſdale, 5 Guilford, 
Straffordg"'*** - Weſton, Aberdeen, 


Foley, 


v 


St. John de Blerſie, | 


o 


Die 7 OVIS 1 E | F. c br uarii, 4 7 2 1. ; 


* A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was put, That the Victualling his 


Majeſty's Ships by any other than the Victuallers appointed for that Service, 


or their Agents, is contrary to the courſe of the Navy; and by taking away 


the proper Cheques, is one Cauſe of contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt: 
oh een 11 18880 1 $631 oo afy 491, x0 of 


F 344 
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1 Becauſe, it being uncueſtionably: che. Ancient cute of the avi to. iS: 
I. Becauſe, it being unqueſtionably the Ancient of the Navy to Victe 


0 - 


Al all his Majeſty's Ships, above faxth Rates, by the Commiſſioners of the 


Victualling 


* 


III. Recauſe we cannot but be ſurprized, there ſhould be the leaſt Doubt (as 
in the Queſtion) whether any Money might have been ſaved, by paying off 
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reſt, is, to believe him lels inc 
lo Subjects on Shore. 


'Qualling, or their Ag pts, unleſs in caſe of Neceſſity; and i: appearing 
. ng Paper return a before this Houſe, from the Vieualling-Office, that 
many Ships, and Squadrons of Ships, have been of late Years Vidtual'd by the 
Commanders, very few of which were ſo Victuali'd by any Order; and amongſt 
thoſe many Inſtances, a few only were «xcufed,*becauſe there were no Agents 
for the Victualling Office ; nor any Stores in the Places where the hips then 


were we think it reaſonable to conclude, that all the ſeveral Victuallings in 


the ſaid-Papers contained, being much the greater Number, which were neither ex- 
cuſid therein, nor ſaid to be Ordered, were ſo provided without any Order or 
Excuſe whatſoever, and, conſequentiy, were a needleſs Breach of the faid good 
Courſe of the Navy; and by raking away the proper Cheque made to fave 
the publick Money, mult in our Opinion, neceſſarily have been one of the Occa- 


ons of the Increaſe of the Navy-Lebr. 


Il. We cannot bur Obſerve, that if the ſaid Excuſe had (in the Paper above- 
mentioned) been applied to all the feveral Inſtances there, of Victualling in a 


manner contrary to the Courſe of the * avy, yet it had been ſufficient, lince it is 


not alledged that Agents fur the Victualling and Stores, might not have been timely 


had in the Places where the >hips were Victualled, if due Notice had been given 


— 


to the Commitlioners of the Victualling, and proper Precautions and Endeavours 


had been uſed to that End. 


THE. We cannot but think, that carrying this Queſtion in the Negative, will 
undoubredly Fncour.ge this Bretsh, of the + ourle of the Navy, us it is ac- 
knowledged to be, and in Conſequence put it into the Power of every Admiral 
or. ommuander in chief of any Squadron, and every Commander of a particular Ship, 
not only to furniſh ſuch Proviſions, both in Quantity and Quality, as they ſhall 
think fir, but by letting the Men go on Shore, when in | ort, on Pretence of ſup- 
p ing Proviſions, leave a Charge on the Publick, for wam of a proper Cheque, 


| tho? to the Detriment of the Sea Service. | 


17 Becauſe by this leave oven to the Commanders on the Head of Victual- 
ling they have it in their Power (chro' the want of the ſaid true and ancient 


Cheque to bring a very great Charge upon che Head of Wages, which muſt. 
undoubredly, as we apprehend, occaſion a gr-at walte of the publick Treaſure, 


and conlequently, an increaſe of the Navy Debt. 
V. Becauſe we think. that to ſuppoſe the Commander of any Squadron or 


Ship, will not, when it is . in his Power, do what ſhall be for his Inte- 
ined to his Interelt, than the generality of his Fel- 


VI. 1 ws helloue. if this Houſe will not diſcourage taking away proper 


; Chequ.s, till Proof had (as urg'd in the Debate) of what had been got by Indi- 


viduals, for want of thoſe heques, the Delay and Diff culties attending ſuch an 
Inquiry, will probably hinder any Diſcouragement being given to ſuch Practices, 
which are allowed to be contrary to the ſtanding A der to the Commilitoners 


of the Victualling, and to the Commanders of his Majeſties Ships. 


. Ebor, Scarſdale, |  Setrafford, — 
_ Litchfield, _ Briſtol, Guilford, 

North and Gre,” © Bojle, St. Fobn de Bletſoe, 

Trevor, | Aylesford, Craven, | 


Bingley ' Bat hurſt 


Die Sabbati 3 February, 1721. 
RNs A Motion Was made to Adjourn, 


The Queſtion was put, Whether this Houſe ſhall be now 
Adjourned till Monday Morning at Eleven a- Clock. 


; 3 | Ic was Reſolved in the Negative. 


ber of Lo-ds being met, and expecting the coming of their Speaker till near 3 a. Clock 
| they ſeemed to Us, generally to reſent this Uſage, ard without any Diſſent, as we 
®B couid perceive proceeded according to the ſtanding Order of the Houſe, towards chu- 
| | ſing x1 Speaker, but Mev with ſ.me Diff culiies, as to the Perſons Nominated, the 
Lord Chancellor came before any Choice made; and as ſoon as the Houſe was 
ſar, the Lurd Chancellor alledg'd, as the Reaſon of his long Abſence, that he had 
been Summoned to Attend his Majeſty at St. Fames's where the Buſineſs had laſted 
much longer, then was expected; which Excuſe tho? it might in a great meaſure | 
free the Lord Chancellor from the Imputation of wilful negle& of Duty, yet 
ſeems to Us, in no degree, to juſtifie the Indignity, which we think was upon the 
who e matter done to rhe Houſe, which is, undoubtedly, the Greateſt Council in 7 
the Kingdom, to which all other Councils ought to give way, and not that to 4 
any other; and therefore the Buſineſs ot any other Council, ought not to have | 
detained the Speaker of this Houſe , after the Hour appointed for its meeting, and 
during the I ime of the Day, the Houſe had uſually of late ſpent in Buſineſs. And 
e We thought it the leaſt Reſentment the Houſe could ſhew on this Oc- 
caſion, to prevent its being uſed ſo for the Future, was to Adjourn, without en- 
tring on any Bufineſs; and this the rather, becauſe we foreſaw, it could not ob- 
ſtruct any Publick Affairs, ſince the Time was ſo far ſpent, that no Buſineſs of 
Conſequence could well have been gone thro? with Effect, tho”. entred upon. 
Secondly, As We may venture to ſay, that the Dignity of this Houſe, has not 5 
been of late Years increaſed, ſo we are unwilling, that any thing we conceive, 1 
to be a groſs Neglect of i, ſh:uld paſs, without ſome Note on our Records, | 
| ü that we were ſenſible of ſuch Neg ect, and did not approve it, which we thought 
1 would have been in ſome meaſure attained by an immediate Adjournment. Nor 
| was any other Method propoſed ; and fince that could nor, be Effected, we enter 
ö this Diſſent with our Reaſons, that it may appear to Poſterity, we were Zealous 
to withſtand in the mann r propoſed, the further progreſs of a Practice fo njuri- 4 
ous, as WE Conceive, to the Honour and Authority of this Supream Council. 3 


þ Diſentient, * vey pes ge 4 | e Art n 
Becauſe the Houſe, ſtandi g adjourn. d this Day at Eleven a- Clock, and a great num- 
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V. Ebor, Dxbridge,  Montjoy, Weſton, p Sl 

F. Ceſtriens, Litchfield, n Aſbburnham, 1 

Gh, Strafford, _ Guilford, Prog 

Foley, „ Fare 9 

Bingle/, - Gompton, North and Grey, 

Vl, Br iſtol, Bat hurſt, Maynard, _ 
Nw ny Craven, Aberdeen, ENTS: 


Die Martis 13“ Febrnary, 172 1 


| Hodis 2 vice lea eſt Bella, An Act, for better ſecuring the Freedom Elections ef i 
Members to. ſerve for the Commons in Parliament. DO | f 


And the Queſtion being put, whether this Bill ſhall 


be committed, | 
It was Reſolved in the Negative. 


Then the Queſtion being put, whether this Bill 
' : | ſhall be rejected, 3 
I | It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 
. . 
| 2 W 3 . | 
I. Becauſe the Methods of Snipe gas made uſe of in Elections, are now grown 
3 to a Height beyond the Example of preceeding Times, are of all others the grea- 
+ | teſt Blemiſh to our Conſtitution; and muſt, if not remedied, prove fatal to it; and 
| did therefore chiefly deſerve as they can only admit of a Parliamentary Care. 
II. Becauſe; the Commons, who are belt qualified to-judge of the Growth of 
this Evil, and to point out proper Remedies for it, having ſent up a Bill com- 
plaining of the one, and deſiring our Aſſiſtance in the other, it was not, we a 
prehend, fuirable to the Dignity and Wiſdom of this Houſe, to reject ſuch a Bill 
without entring into a free diſcuſhon of the Particulars of which it conſiſted, a 
therebyito give a Handle for Reflection without Doors, as if we had ſhewn a leſs 
| | | | 5 : egree 
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admitted by us) yet the true way of ſupplying thofe Defects, and waking all 


pugnity and Applau 


: ( 19 ) 

degree of Zeal: againſt the Corruptions complained of, than thoſe from whoſe 
Elections they ſprung, our Opinion is, that we ſhould rather have taken this fa- 
vourable Opportunity of joining our Endeavours with theirs, towards the Cure of 
this Evil, than have made our ſelves liable to Objections, for refuſing, to Attempt 
it, even after ſuch an encouraging Step, taken by the Houſe of Commons. 


III. Becauſe a Law againſt Corruption, tlio” always deſirable, is yet particularly 
ſeaſonable and neceſſary, at ſuch a JunAure as this, when new Elections of 
Members are coming on, and the Parliament, for which they ſhall by what 
Method ſoever be Choſen, may continue for Seven Years, and we. think, the 
Lords are the more concerned, to obviate the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Choice, 
becauſe the S-prenial Act, which made ſo remarkably a Change in our Conſtitution, 
had its Riſe from th s Houſe, HEE | 


IV. Becauſe we are perſwaded, that by the Terror of the Penalties contained 
in this Bill, which were to have operated, ſoon after it had paſſed into a Law, 
a mighty Check would have been given to the growth of « orruption, tho” it 


| ſhould not have been abſolutely cured, and we are confirmed in this Opinion, 


by what we have heard, and believe, that while the Bill was depending in Parlia- 


ment, and the Fate of it unknown, the infamous Practices at which it was 


lvelld,: were, in ſome meaſure, ſuſpended ; and ſhould a further ſtop have been 
put to Corruption and Bribery, at the approaching Election, by the palling 
this Bill, ſuch a degree of Succeſs, might have given the Legiſlature hopes of 


an entire Suppreſſion of it. 


V. Becauſe, ſuppoſing this Bill to have been defective in ſome reſpe ds, and 
not well adjuſted in others, to the end deb gn'd, (a upp ſi ion made, but not 


roper Alterations, would have been by commirting the Bill and not by rejecting 
4 In other caſes. where a Bill of Publick concern is laid afide by the Houſe, 


they can. eaſily make amends for that Iofs. by bringing in a new one, which 


may more effectually anſwer the End propoſed ; whereas in this Caſe neither is 
there Time ſufficient for repeating the Attempt, nor can any Bill of this kind, 


be ever begun in this Houſe, with any reaſonable proſpect of Succeſs. + 


VI. Becauſe the Intention of many chief Clauſes in the Bill, is to provide for 
the more effeftua) Execution of Laws already made, to ſecure the Freedom of 
Elections, but hitherto evaded for want of ſuch Proviſions, and we know not 
that any Arguments hath been, or can be uſed againſt paiſing ſuch parts of this 


Bill into a Law, but what may, with equal or greater ſtrength, be urged for 
repealing thoſe Laws, which yet are held Sacred and Inviolable. _ 


VII. Becauſe ſeveral Oaths are By-Laws now in being, required to qualifie 
Electors; and the Oaths enjoyned by this Bill, are intended only to ſtrengthen the 
Ob igations, under which ſuch Electors do, by the known Rules of our Conſti- 


tution already lye ; nor are theſe Oaths attended with any new Hardſhip or Diffi- 


culty, ſince they relate only to plain matters of Fact, which are certainly known 
to the Electors themſelves, and which they will be ready to atteſt with all ſo- 
lemnity, if they are conſcious of their own Innocency, in point of Corruption; 
and if they are not, the legal Puniſhment of Perjury, to which they are ſubjected, 
is light in compariſon of the heinous Nature of their Offence, and the miſchievous 
Conſequences of it. | e 5 5 


VIII Becauſe that port ob The Bill, which forbids the Iſſuing of publick Money 


towards influencing Elections, relates to a Method of Corruption, Which, of all 
others, ought the moſt carefully to be guarded againſt, and yet was admitted in 


the Debates, to have been frequently practiſed ; and therefore we cannot but 
wiſh that this Bill had paſſed into a Law, for the ſake of that Clauſe, which 
would have hindered what was given for the Security of the Subjects Rights and 
the ſafety of the Kingdom, from being ever employed to the Deſtruction of both. 
An Example, if thus ſet by Men in high Offices and Stations, cannot fail of 


— 


ſpreading its Influence, thro' all Ranks and Orders of Men, and procuring Im- 
e, 


for ſuch Practices as all true Lovers of their Country, 
muſt wiſh might be univerſally Deteſted and Puniſhed. 


Becauſe, we cannot underſtand, how the Objerrios made 8 this Bill, [that it 
. (9 IO. af Cola 00 Reuſe be fupparend, "onthe 
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contrary, we think that the Whole Deſign is to recover our Old Conſtitution. 
and re ſectle it on thoſe firm Foundations, from which it has been removed, 
cver ſince Bribery has be n made an uſual Inlet to Parliament, and that Dan 
getous Frathck has been carried en, between the Electors. and he Elected, which 
h.s undermined the Virtudus Principles, and may prove fatal to the Liberty 
of the Free People of this Realm. BE ark EL og 


© Becauſe, Another Argument inſiſted, on in Prejudice of the Bill, [that it would 
give the Houſe of Common a greater Latitude, in dividing diſputed N 9 
ſeems to us to be equally Groundleſs; for the Penalties intended to be F nacte 1 

by this by Bill, are to take place only upon Proſecutions, in the ordinary 
Courts of Juſtice, and cannot come under the Cognizance, or be inflicted by 

the Authority f. the Houſe of Commons , nor can the Courts below be checked 

in their Proceedings” on this Head, by the determination of that. Houſe, with 

which the Methods of puniſhing. Corruption preſcribed by this Bill, do not in 
| the leaſt interfere-; what therefore, Was alledged in the Debate, can by no means 

be allowed, that while the Commons are the ſole Judges of Elections, *tis in vain 

to think of reſtraining the Corruption of Electors, ſince the Methods here pre- \ 
* ſcribed are fuch, as either Operate on the (onſciences, or will in the common 3 
1 courſe of Law execute themſelves; and tho' they may be forwarded, yet cannot 4 
„ - be fruſtrated by the Intervention of an Houſe of Commons. 8 X 
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[ Becauſe as the paſi.ng of this Bill would have been attended with no Inconveni- 
} encies to the Publick, ſo great Miſchicfs may, we apprehend, to enſue upon the re- 3 
4 . jecting it, the Honour of this Houſe may ſuffer on that Account, and Corruption = 
of all forts, will, we fear, receive new Life and N It being a Mat- 1 

ter of daily and certain Obſervation, that whenever a Bill is brought into Parlia- 9 
ment, to redreſs any great Diſorders in the State, and any Diſcountenance given to 5 
ſuch a Bill, will always countenance and increaſe ſuch Diſorders, and make them 

leſs capable of a N in fucceeding Times, eſpecially when it ſhall be affirmed 

in the Debare, That all Bills of this kind do more Miſchief than good. Which 

way of reaſoning, ſhould it prevail, would effectually prevent all future Amempts 

towards curing this great Evil, and preſerving the Conſtitution of Parliament. 


k cb, esl, * Litchfild, - dyledfmd, 

F. Nen, Strafford, Craven, Bale, 

| Xt Salisbury, Tadcaſter, Wefton, 
North and Grey, Maynard,  Comptmm, 
Guilford,  * Montjoy, . Marſham, 
B Uxbridge, —_—_— 

5 | Trevor, Bathurſt, Bingley. 
3 355 Kent, | ee e 5 


Vie Lunæ EF Februarii, 172 1. 


Te Order was read, for taking into Copſideration the Proteſtation enter d 
in the Journal of this Houſe, the 13th of this Inſtant February. n 
= a . And the ſeveral Reaſons for the Proteſtation being read, after 
4 Ds... | . | 
0 15 The Queſtion was put, Whether the entire Entry of 
7 the Reaſons. for the ſaid Proteſtation of the 13th 
1 Inſtant, ſhall be expunged. 25 


It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 


4 1 Hecaals; Wo: are of Opinion, that the Reaſons expung'd, were both, as to 
Matter and Form of them, agreable to Preſidents in former Parliaments, till 
remaining on the Journals, uncenſured by the Houſe. 


i Becauſe we were rerp deGrous, thar the Arguments contained in; thoſe Rex 
ſons againſt Bribery Corruption in Elections, and our Zeal for obtain- 


% 


# 


(21 


ing ſuch Remedies, as were propoſed by the Comment themſelves, might ap: 
pn. to Poſterity as fully, and particularly, as potfible. might ap- 


III. Becauſe, as the Practice of expunging Reaſotis is not Ancient, ſo, the 


Method taken, upon this Occaſion, of expunging many Reaſons of various 


* 


kinds, by one general Queſtion, is, we conceive, unreaſonable in itſelf, and is 
countenanced but by one Preſident on our Books, e 


W. Ebor. Brijtol, | Foley, 
Strafford, . Maynard, Hat hurſt, 
Litetield. - Weſton, Compton, 
Cowper, . _ Guilford, | Monti, 
Aylesford, „ n 
North and Grey, Asbournham, - Aberdeen, 


F. | Ceſtriens, 7 F. Men, | 


Di Lune 19% Februarit, 172.1. 


The Order of the Day, for the Houſe to be in a Committee again, to tale 
into further Conſideration, the Cauſes of contracting ſo large a Navy. Debt, 
PT o 9 ry 4 Oe FI 


15 


A Motion was made, That the Houſe be put into 


the ſaid Committee on this Day three Weeks. 


After Debate, 


The Queſtion was put, That the Houſe be put into a Committee 
again, to take into further Conſideration, the Cauſes of Con- 
tracting ſo large a Navy Debt, on this Day three Weeks? 


It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 
Diſſentient. 8 Fn 3 3 5 0 = 
I. Becauſe the putting off the farther Conſideration of the Cauſes of the Navy: 
Debt, to ſo diſtant a Day, after ſo long an Adjournment of the ſame Matter 


already had. is, as We conceive, not only a Diſcouragement and Delay, but, 
as the Sermon may happen to End, will totally prevent (at leaſt, during this 
Seſlion that Enquiry, which. as we apprehend, would greatly have tended to 
he omg Good, in hiadring ſo large a Navy-Debt from being contracted for 
the future. = | | | pn LEN 8 


II. Although the ſaid Enquiry has been a great while depending, yet a very 


few Days only it appears, by the Journal, have been allowed for it, and one 
of thoſe was employed in reviewing two Queſtions, which were, at firſt, kept 
from being put, by previous Queſtions, and therefore, We conceive, a few Days 


more ought not to have been denied, for the looking into a Matter of ſo very 


great Importance to the Publick. 


III. We apprehend chat all Matters properly brought before either Houſe. of 
Parliament, eſpecially, Enquiries into Miſmanagements of the Publick Buſineſs, 


ought, if the Time will allow, to be freely and fully diſcuſſed, and deter- 


mined one Way or other; and ought not to be kept from coming to any De- 


termination by one long Adjournment after another, till the Seiſion be ended. 


IV. Becauſe it * alledged in the Debate, as a Reaſon againſt ſo long an 


Adjournment, that the ſubject Matter of the Enquiry was not near exhauſted, that 
the Points already conſidered, and determined, had no relation to thoſe pro- 


poſed to be conſidered in the fourth Enquiry, and, conſequently, the Deter- 5 


mination of the former, could, in no degree, prejudice the latter, or make 


tte going upon them needleſs, or improper; and to evince this, ſeveral of the 
Particulars deſigned to have been proceeded upon, were ſpecified. As, 


That it appeared by Extracts of ſeveral Letters on the Table, 8 K a 
ractice 


Letter from the Navy-Board, dated the 13th of February, 1701, That the 


of turning over Companies, or parts 33 from one Ship to another, 


: | without 


6229 


otherwiſe, as well as diſguſtful to the Sea · men. 


That by other Papers before the Houſe, it appeared that ſeveral Squadrons have 


Pl 


Fraud in Pay, and on the Head of Victualling. 


the Year 1714, and 2627 Men more than in the Year 1698; and that the Wages 
of thoſe Men have, of late, beei greatly increaſed; both which, for ought appear- 
ed to us, are an unaccountable increaſe of that Charge to the Publick, 


That ſince the Year 1714, very many new Captains and Lieutenants of Ships 


| (beſides thoſe created on Vacancies which happen'd while the Ships were abroad) 


and the Elder Officers diſobliged. 


That without any Order, or Eſtabliſhment by his Majeſty in Council, Pay has 
been allowed contrary to the Uſage of the Navy, to Flag Officers at Home, during 
the Winter, on Pretence of their making a Journey, of two, to ſee their Squadrons 
) RE A, | ow 


That without ſuch Order or Eftabliſhment-of his Majeſty in Council, Captains 
and Commanders of ſmall numbers of Ships, have been paid as Rear-Admirals, 


to colour their having ſuch Pay. 
V. And we are well aſſured, That, on farther enquiry, it will appear. 


home to be put in Half. pay. 
That Flags have been paid in double or treble Capacities. 


That Flags and other Officers have been paid, as in higher Stations than thoſe 
they ſerved in. | 


That two. or three Flags, of the ſame fort, have been paid at the ſame time; 
That Retroſpections of Pay have been allow'd | to Flags and other Off- 


cers. 


the publick Treaſures, We think, ſhould have been inquired into without loſs 


All which being againſt the Anion ee e the Navy, and waſteful of 
of Time. o 


"Theſe Miſmanagements, as we take em to be, and others might have appear: 


=Y Waſte the Publick Treaſure, muſt neceſſarily have been, in a great degree, an 


_ i Ebor N,; 


3 Occaſion of contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt. And therefore we are of Opini- 


which not being done, We the rather enter this Proteſt with our Reaſons: As 
what, We hope, may give an Occaſion to the Reſuming the Thoughts of this 
Matter in another Seſſion of Parliament. 5 0059 8 WG 
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without their Officers, was a Charge to the Crown, by confounding Accompts, and 


gone out, of late, without Muſter-Maſters, whoſe Office and Duty is to detect 


That in the Year 1720, 2201 Men were employ'd in the Yard, more than u 
have been made, while great numbers were kept in hal bar; and unemploy'd, 
e 


and by that means an unneceſſary Charge has been continued on the Publick, 


on Pretence of having Captains under them, and in e 
could obſerve, a Reaſon given why they had Captains under them, unleſs it was 


That new Lieutenants have been made abroad, and Old ones, fit to ſerve, ſent 


ed, on further Conſiderations of this matter, contributing, as we apprehend, to 


on, that one or more further Days which would probably have fallen within 
this Seſſion, ſhould have been appointed for the taking them into Conſideration, 


produced, within that time, 1,910, 285,14 "PE 


(23) 


Die Martis 20 Februarii. 1721, 


The Order of the Day for taking into Conſideration the ſtate of the Nati 
nal Debt, being read.  —© e e 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was put, That it appears by the ſtate 
of the Publick Debts before this Houſe, That the ſame, excluſive of the Debt 


of the Navy, is increaſed between 31 December 1717. and the 31 December, 
1720, at leaſt the Sum of 2,300,000 Notwithſtanding that the ſinking Fund hath 


0. 4® 


It was Reſolved 'in the Negative. 


Diſſentient. 


Becauſe the Queſtion conſiſted wholly of Matters of Fact, which were ex- 


actly agreeable to a Paper, l. id before the Houſe, by the proper Officers upon 
the Addreſs of this Houſe. And, as it is not reaſonably to be preſumed, that the 


Officers of the Crown would ſtate the Debt higher than it really was, ſo 


We cannot but think nothing was alledged in the Debate, that made it appear, 
the Debt was leſs than ſtated in the Queſtion, but, on the contrary, had the 


exact Quantum of the Debts, being material to have been enquired into, on this 


Occaſion, it was evident to us, even from a Memorandum at the Bottom of the 
ſame Paper, that the Debt was, in reality, much higher the 31 December, 1720, 
then ſtared in the Queſtion, : PE VVV 


W. Ebor NMſontjoy, Bathurſt, . 
F. Ceſtriens. E Foley, 
15 WMW North and Grey, | Cowper, 
Briſtol, © | Weſton, Z 8 
Guilford, | Aſhburnbam, 
Compton, Aberdeen. 


Then a Motion was made, that the leſſening the Publick Debt; Annually, by 


all oper Methods, is neceſſary to the reſtoring and preſerving the Publick . 
_-Credn;- | 5 1 tp” i 


And a Queſtion being Stated thereupon, after Debate, 


now put? e 
It was Reſoly'd in the Negative. 
Diſſentient, 5 
; Becauſe, as the main Queſtion 1 undenĩably true, and ſeems, to Us, ad- 
mitted to be ſo, by its being prevented to be put by the previous Queſtion; 


ſo, We think, it would have been highly expedient, and uſeful to the Pub- 
lick, to have it put, and Voted in the Athrmative; That by the declared Opi- 


nion of this Houſe, (which muſt always be of the greateſt Authority) thoſe 


who are more immediately concern'd to take Care of the Publick Credit, might not 
rely on vain and deceitful Projects, - for reſtoring and preſerving the Credit 
of the Nation, but apply themſelves ſeriouſly and diligently to bring about 
the only effectual Means of doing it. ns 


II. Although ſo clear and evident a Truth, as is contained in the main 
Queſtion, cannot, when ' propoſed, but obtain the Conſent of all, eſpecially ſuch 
as are qualified to be in great Stations, yet, at this Juncture, when the Pub- 
lick is under ſo great Neceſlity', from the unexampled preſſure of Debts, 
and when all other Remedies hitherto attempted, have proved ineffeQuually, if 
not miſchievous, we cannot but conceive, 5 was extreamly proper, and muſt have 
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